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“Same excellent variety of nostalgia, information and 
illustrations – my favourite magazine in fact” 

Mr C Kennett, Dunstable

Simon Stabler. Editor

First published 25 years ago, Best of British  
is the UK’s favourite nostalgia magazine.

Every issue is packed with features that celebrate classic entertainment, 
transport, food and drink, and the great British countryside. Our 
readers are at the heart of what we do. As well as taking their suggestions 
on board, their voices are heard through our Yesterday Remembered 
memoir section, as well as the Postbag and Question Time pages.

Best of British has a loyal and enthusiastic readership that has remained 
strong throughout the years. Our readers are predominantly based 
within the UK, followed by our international subscribers in Australia, 
New Zealand and the US and Canada. The magazine celebrates heritage 
and times past, making Best of British the title of choice for readers 
and advertisers alike.



PROFILE
Magazine reach:
• Circulation 30,000+
• Estimated readership 100,000+
• Subscriptions 5,000 & 85% renewal rate
• Available in WHSmith High Street 

and Travel in the UK. Also distributed 
overseas and in selected Barnes and 
Noble Stores

Our readers:
• 65% of our readers are male | 72% are 

married | 64% are retired | 14% working 
full time

• 34% of our readers have read Best of 
British for 5 or more years

• 45% of our readers originally found the  
magazine in the shops

• 93% of our readers are likely to buy the  
magazine again

Reader interests: 
• 46% spend their main holiday in the  

UK mainland 
• 35% have visited a historic home/

museum in the last 12 months
• 21% of our readers are members of the 

National Trust
• 13% support the British Legion,  

10% RSPB and 8% English Heritage

Regular Editorial Features:

Britain Now 
News and other snippets from around the country.

Food & Drink 
Remembering classic dishes and bringing you the 
latest food festival news.

Treasures In The Attic 
Guess the price of our selection of antiques and 
collectables.

Yesterday Remembered 
Eight pages of readers’ memories – one of the 
magazine’s most popular features.

Postbag 
Six pages of readers’ letters and photographs.

Forties Post 
Covering a range of 1940s subjects from clothes 
and food to music and transport. A 1940s 
supplement is produced each April, providing a 
“go-to” guide the year’s 1940s-themed events.

Window On The Past 
Photographs and memories from The Francis Frith 
Collection.

Out & About 
Your complete monthly guide to the heritage 
events throughout the country from steam rallies  
to exhibitions. 

Back In Time 
Former Doctor Who star Colin Baker’s epilogue, 
reflecting on that issue’s contents.

TREASURES 
ATTICIn the

Brian Howes unearths some nostalgic collectables that might be 
discarded as worthless junk but actually have a value to today’s collectors. 
Can you estimate what each object might be worth and pick out which 
one is the big money item? The values are printed on page 78

      1 Rose by name
Cadbury’s Roses were launched in 1938 presented 
in these pretty round gift boxes tied by string. 
They were Cadbury’s first machine wrapped 
chocolates named after Rose Brothers of 
Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, who manufactured 
the machines to wrap them. This original box is a 
rare survivor.

3 Healthy options 
These cardboard milk bottle tops date from 
the 1930s and were slotted into the top 
of the old style wide-necked milk bottles. 
Advertisers soon recognised the potential of 
using milk tops to promote healthy products, 
one of which was Ovaltine. Road safety was 
another popular theme on bottle tops. 

       9 Underwater fleet
Published by Boots the Chemists as part of the Our Navy 
set of Pelham Series, this picture postcard shows the British 
Navy’s submarine flotilla at rest in Gosport harbour. Standing 
majestically in the far distance is HMS Victory, built in Chatham 
Dockyard and launched in May 1765. This card was never used 
and the reverse remains blank. 

      2 Snap happy
This Bakelite Brownie 127 is still as good as the day it left 
the Kodak factory complete with its original carrying 
case. Introduced in 1952 with a modern snap-shot view 
finder, over a million had been made by 1954. The 127 
was able to take just eight pictures on each roll of film. 
Three different versions appeared through the 1950s 
until it was replaced by the iconic Instamatic.

5 MG marvel
This marvellous little MG Midget TG sports car was first issued in 
1956 as model number 19 of the hugely popular Matchbox series 
of miniature road vehicles. It was the first motor car to appear in 
the Matchbox series which was launched by Lesney Toys in 1954. 
Unfortunately it has lost its original box.

11 A Royal treat
The history of Parkinson’s confectionery can be traced back 
to 1817 when Samuel Parkinson began making baking 
powder. He later introduced his delicious Doncaster Butter-
Scotch which gained a Royal seal of approval and became a 
highlight of the annual Doncaster race week. This delicate 
old counter top display box dates from 1901, shortly after 
the death of Queen Victoria.

      7 Cottage industry
These traditional English Cottage enamel 
badges were made by Miller & Son of 
Birmingham for the Dominion Dairy Company 
of Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. They were 
issued between 1931 and 1936 to promote 
Dominion’s range of cheeses.

4 Blue mystery
An unsuspecting collector might instantly 
recognise this milk measuring jug as 
being from the famous Cornish Blue 
pottery range made from the 1920s at 
the TG Green factory in Church Gresley, 
South Derbyshire. It is, however, a copy 
and carries no pottery marks but is of 
considerable age which proves that crafty 
fakes are nothing new.

10 Stacks of fun
These stacking tin buckets were made by the Chad Valley 
company at its factory at Harborne in the West Midlands 
during the early 1950s. They were part of the Wee-kin series 
of baby toys. Chad Valley toys were sold extensively through 
Woolworth’s stores.

6 Penny savers
This tin cash box originally contained delicious wrapped 
toffees made by Edward Sharp & Sons Ltd of Maidstone, 
Kent. The tin was made for Sharp by the Metal Box 
Company of Mansfield in the late 1950s and was 
designed to be used as money box when the toffees had 
all been eaten. The key is missing as it usually is with a 
money box.

8 Super tanker
This fine Dinky Supertoy model of a Foden DG 14-ton bulk 
tanker first appeared in toy shops just before Christmas 1948. 
Fitted with a tinplate tank complete with ladder, top walk, filler 
caps and hose carriers it retailed for 9s 6d. Did you own one?

12 Tanked up
This small First World War crested 
China tank, representing the Royal 
Tank Corps (est 1916), was made at 
the Carlton Ware factory in Stoke-on-
Trent during the 1920s. Carlton Ware 
was made from 1894 onwards although 
the factory was established in 1890. Crested 
china pieces were mainly sold as seaside souvenirs.

Postbag
The Editor welcomes letters for this section. Pictures 
are appreciated. Letters may be edited so that we can 
include as many as possible

Comrades in Arms

Dear Simon,

I read the article Old Enemy, 
New Friends (Yesterday 
Remembered) in May’s edition 
with interest as I had witnessed 
a similar event in Monte Cassino 
during 2009.

The story starts on a 
battlefield tour to Monte 
Cassino in 2008. On the first 
day of the tour the group went 
into the valley overlooked by 
the Monastery. Just as the tour 
guide was describing the battle, 
which used Bailey bridges, 
a voice from the back of our 
group said: “Over to the left was 
called Oxford and over the right 
was called Cambridge.” 

We all turned round to see 
who had spoken. It was Len 
Burton, who explained that he 
had been there in 1944 as part 
of the 8th Army. Over lunch, 
he said that he had arrived in 
Italy after having helped defeat 
Rommel’s army in North Africa, 
and had fought all the way 
through Italy on the road to 
Rome. This was the first time he 
had returned to Italy since 1944 
and that it had brought back 
many memories.

As the tour continued, I got 
to know Len and his daughter 
Janet well, enjoying their 
company during the day and in 
the evening when we relaxed in 
the bar after dinner.

As part of the tour we went 
to a remembrance service in 
San Angelo, where we met Tony 
Lamarra a local character and 
former mayor of Goulburn in 
Australia. When we explained 
that Len had been there in 1944, 
Tony exclaimed: “You saved my 
life.” It turned out that he had 
been a child in Monte Cassino 
town during the battle.

I kept in touch with Len and 
Janet and also met Len’s son 
Steve. The following year the 
government said that any World 
War Two veteran, together with 
a carer and member of the 
family, could return to where 
they had fought, with all costs 
being paid by the government. 
Len said he would like to go 
back to Monte Cassino.

So we made arrangements 
for Len, Steve and me to fly to 
Rome, hire a car and drive to 
Monte Cassino where we stayed 
in the hotel we had been in the 
previous year.

We again met up with Tony 
Lamarra and took part in the 
local commemorations of 
the battle in the town square. 
As that year was the 65th 
anniversary of the battle there 
was a special ceremony close 
to the Monastery at the Monte 
Cassino cemetery which was 
attended by a Polish delegation 
and veterans of the battle at 
which Len was duly honoured.

After the ceremony, we went 
into the Monastery where Len 
met Hans, a former German 
soldier. In conversation, we 

found out that he had been 
defending the Monastery 
against the Allied troops in 
which Len was serving. Hans 
said: “We were enemies then 
and I could have been firing my 
gun against you, but now we are 
friends, comrades in arms.” 

What a coincidence, old 
enemies were now friends, 
chatting away recalling events 
from their war time memories, of 
65 years ago.

Bob McShee
Guildford, Surrey

Top: Looking up to the Monastery from Monte Cassino town, 
2008. Above: Len, a Polish officer, Tony and Bob standing in 
the town square, 2009. Bottom left: Len talking to his German 
friend about their wartime experiences.

The Peckham Posse
Dear Simon,

Photographer Gino Cinganelli 
took a team on the road to visit 
“Mandela House” in downtown 
Chatham this weekend for a 
photoshoot with lookalikes of 
the cast of BBC’s classic comedy 
series Only Fools and Horses.

Using a tower block in Bryant 
Street as a backdrop, the cast 
posed for photographs using 
the famous prop of a yellow 
three-wheeled Reliant car. Then 
it was onto the Nag’s Head public 
house in Rochester High Street, 
the same name as the fictional 
pub in the TV series.

A photo shoot both outside 
and behind the bar raised more 

than a laugh or two from passing 
locals before the big set up of 
the day, a staged mugging of 
actress Tinnie Tong’s handbag 
in an alleyway. This was saved 
by the surprise appearance of 
Batman and Robin who were 
Bob Broad and Philip Hoyles in 
their character roles of Del and 
Rodney Trotter. 

Costumes supplied by Antrim 
Costume Hire of Maidstone fitted 
the comedic scene perfectly.

The Reliant Car was supplied 
by John Jones and Rachel Fox of 
Only Fools and Horses Car Hire.

 
Best wishes,
Darryl Lee Ransom
Sevenoaks, Kent

Holidays at Home
Dear Simon,

During the 1940s, the decade 
that saw World War Two, the 
traditional seaside holiday all but 
disappeared for obvious reasons. 
The threat of invasion caused 
many beaches to be obstructed 
by barbed wire, tank traps and 
land mines. Rationing and 
shortages made travel difficult, 
petrol was virtually unavailable 
to civilians. Railway stations 
carried posters asking: “Is your 
journey really necessary?”

Light relief was provided in 
my home town of Stoke-on-
Trent, where the local parks 
were transformed into resorts. 
Holidays at home was the 
theme, which saw the paddock 
in Hanley Park become a sandy 
seaside beach. Lorry loads 
of sand, strategically placed 
deckchairs, rides on the donkey 
and “Stop Me and 
Buy One” ice cream 
completed 
the 
picture. 
With the 
park lane 
glistening 
in the sun, 
watching the 
swans and 
rowers on the 
water, it was a 
good place to relax.

Close at hand, a 
military band played 
in the bandstand, 

while the local Home Guard 
displayed close order drill. A 
British Restaurant offered cheap, 
filling meals in the pavilion. 

Facilities for a game of tennis 
or crown green bowls were 
available, and there was a well-
equipped playground where one 
of the slides featured a trough of 
cold water at the base.

We had the opportunity to 
inspect a Spitfire fighter plane 
on static display. We sat in the 
cockpit, pressed the gun button 
on the joystick and imagined the 
rattle of the eight machine guns.

After the war, things slowly 
returned to normal, but it was 
several years before seaside 
holidays were the norm. In 
Hanley, families generally took 
coach trips, “bus runs” as we 
called them. 

A day in north Wales or 
Lancashire made a pleasant 
change. We’d enjoy a sing song 
on the return journey and the 
hat would be passed round for 

the driver. The adults 
would request a 

stop at some 
 country 
pub, leaving 
us children 

with pop and 
crisps.

Inexpensive, 
happy holidays.

Derrick Woodward
Northwich,  

Cheshire

From left: Only Fools and Horses lookalikes Marcus Massey, 
Darryl Lee Ransom, Drew Cameron, Ian Blight, Philip Hoyles, 
Rob Stevens, Bob Broad and Tinnie Tong. 

Not so Divi
Dear Simon. 

Does anyone remember as a kid 
their Co-op divi number? 
Ours was 243 and being the 
eldest of four children, I was 
given the responsibility of 
remembering this number “for 
fear of death” by my mother 
who gave me this and similar 
responsibilities, when we 
lived in Pwllheli (north Wales) 
towards the end of World War 
Two. I had a half mile walk to 
the store which was the normal 

thing in those days.
In 1953, we moved to Burton 

Latimer in the Midlands, where 
I had my 10th birthday and 
registered at the local Co-op 
and given the same number 
of 243 either by design or 
coincidence – something I will 
never forget.

Richard Gleed-Owen
Mansfield,  
Nottinghamshire

Bob Broad and Philip Hoyles, as Del and Rodney Trotter, 
recreate a classic scene from Only Fools and Horses.
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