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Covering a range of 1940s subjects
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Photographs and memories from The
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DECK THE HALLS
Christmas memories from The
Francis Frith

High Street, East Ham, London

(Photograph taken around
1965)

When I worked at Fentocraft
in St John’s Road, it was a small
factory that did hand painting
on glass and a game called
PikA-Styk. We always had a Christmas
party, where they would put

a table down the middle of
the factory. Our bosses, Mr
and Mrs
Bound, provided the food, always
a turkey with all the trimmings
including wine, which we never
had at home. They even gave
us
all presents, not just one, of
which I still have a Hummel
figure.
We had a great time but if you
asked for a new paint brush
they
would almost count the hairs
on it, how funny.
Pamela Mather

The Market Place, Redditc
h,
Worcestershire
(Photograph taken around
1960)
As a floor walker or trainee manager
at Woolworth’s, one was
expected to work quite a lot
of unpaid overtime especially
over
the Christmas period. For the
anticipated Christmas rush,
much
larger amounts of stock were
ordered, resulting in huge piles
of

Bridge Street, Pinner, Middles
ex

(Photograph taken around
1955)

unpacked cartons. I remember
working throughout the night
to reduce one of these mountains
and at 2am was well ahead of
schedule when disaster struck
as I struggled with a 1 cwt box
of
marbles. I tripped and the box
burst, releasing a veritable tsunami
of marbles that bounced through
the store and out in to the
street, on its way filling and
immobilising the lift well. Instead
of
being two steps ahead, I was
suddenly five steps behind and
my
managerial potential took a
huge nose dive.
Tommy Thomas

Hornsey
Town Hall,
Crouch End,
London
The photographer is standing
on the road just outside Pinner
sorting office, where I worked
as a Christmas casual in 1962.
The
crafty regular postmen would
dump all the unpopular rounds
on the young students doing
a couple of weeks casual work.
My round was in Northwood
Hills, a good two miles away
and
uphill too. I fell off my bike cycling
past the traffic lights in Pinner
Green as my load was so heavy
it overbalanced me as I turned
the corner. Folks rushed from
the nearby bus stop to pick me
up.
Gosh, I was tired that week.
John Howard, Norfolk

The Francis
Frith Collection

(Photograph
taken around
1965)
It was 1945, I was 17
years old and living
at 7 Tivoli Road when
Father Christmas
arrived at the front
door with 4 cwt of
coal. On Christmas
Day, we all sat around
the fire to keep warm,
cooked chestnuts on a shovel
and played cards. My mum
was a good cook and made
sausages rolls and mince pies,
lovely
while my dad played the piano
and we all sang carols. We had
TV in those days but we enjoyed
no
ourselves.
John Ansell

Over 150 years ago,
pioneering Victorian
photographer Francis Frith
set up his company with the
grand plan of photographing
all the cities, towns and
villages of Britain. His two
sons, and later his grandson,
continued Frith’s massive
task, and The Francis Frith
Collection now contains more
than 360,000 images taken
between 1860 and 1970. Over
250,000 images are available
to view online. Prints of the
Frith photographs, as well as
a
wide range of other products
and local history books,
featuring these vintage
images, are available from the
website www.francisfrith.com

Share Your Memories

The Francis Frith Collection
invites you to visit the website
and add
memories to the places featured
in the photographs, or comment
on others already added. Seeing
a place from your past can rekindle

forgotten or long-held memories.
Why not add your story for
others to
read and enjoy – making your
memories and stories part of
this growing
chronicle of British life?
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