
MEDIA PACK 2020



OCTOBER 2018   £4.20
A$11.99  NZ$12.99

www.bestofbritishmag.co.uk

THE UK’s TOP NOSTALGIA MONTHLY

ON THE CREST  
OF A WAVE
The history of  
Gang Shows

HOLD TIGHT
All the fun of the fair

  
WE TALK TO 

ANITA HARRIS 

Remembered
Yesterday

CELEBRATING       SIXTY YEARS

 
BLUE PETER

NOSTALGIC  
FOR NIPPER
The ‘face’ of His 

Master’s Voice

QUEEN  
OF THE SKIES
Aviator Sheila Scott

THE HORSE  
RESCUERS

On call in  
West Sussex

16 PAGES  
OF READERS’  
REAL LIFE  
STORIES

PAST AND PRESENTPAST AND PRESENT

DINNER WITH 
THE BARON
The much-missed  
Peter Cushing

Blue Peter FINAL.indd   1 20/09/2018   14:44:32

THE UK’s TOP NOSTALGIA MONTHLY

PERRY GOOD 
TENNIS ACE  

FRED PERRY

CHUNNEL  
VISION 

THE CHANNEL  
TUNNEL AT 25

  
WE CHAT TO 

VINCE HILL

Remembered
Yesterday

PAST AND PRESENTPAST AND PRESENT

ON OUR
TROLLEYS 

 
 

TRACKLESS RIDES  
REMEMBERED

16 PAGES  
OF READERS’  
REAL LIFE  
STORIES

ON OUR
TROLLEYS 

 
 

TRACKLESS RIDES  
REMEMBERED

MAY 2019  £4.20
A$11.99  NZ$12.99

www.bestofbritishmag.co.uk

FIT FOR  
A QUEEN
Victoria at  
Kensington Palace 

ANARCHIC  
IN THE UK
Forty years of  
alternative comedy

Trolley bus.indd   2 17/04/2019   09:38:48

THE UK’s TOP NOSTALGIA MONTHLY

THE GREAT BRITISH 
SEASIDE

PAST AND PRESENTPAST AND PRESENT

SAFETY  
FIRST
The Cycling  
Proficiency Test  
remembered

WRESTLING
Life on “easy,  
easy” street

FISH & CHIPS
Celebrating a  

takeaway favourite

BILLY, DON’T  
BE A HERO

and other  
one-hit wonders

JUNE 2018   £4.20
A$11.99  NZ$12.99

www.bestofbritishmag.co.uk

80 YEARS
OF SERVICE

Paignton.indd   1 17/05/2018   14:34:36

SEPTEMBER 2018  £4.20
A$11.99  NZ$12.99

www.bestofbritishmag.co.uk

THE UK’s TOP NOSTALGIA MONTHLY

THE MAGIC OF THE TOY SHOP

  
FUN AND GAMES

REVVING UP  
FOR THE REVIVAL

HANCOCK’S  
HOME LIFE
Tony Hancock 
Remembered

STRANGE 
STORIES

WITH A TWIST

16 PAGES  
OF READERS’  

REAL LIFE STORIES

Remembered
Yesterday

LET’S  
GET BUSY
Celebrating   
Sooty at 70

PAST AND PRESENTPAST AND PRESENT

JIM BOWEN
SUPER, SMASHING, 

GREAT

Soldier +Boy FINAL.indd   1 16/08/2018   15:09:29

“Same excellent variety of nostalgia, information and 
illustrations – my favourite magazine in fact” 

Mr C Kennett, Dunstable

Simon Stabler. Editor

First published 25 years ago, Best of British  
is the UK’s favourite nostalgia magazine.

Every issue is packed with features that celebrate classic entertainment, 
transport, food and drink, and the great British countryside. Our 
readers are at the heart of what we do. As well as taking their suggestions 
on board, their voices are heard through our Yesterday Remembered 
memoir section, as well as the Postbag and Question Time pages.

Best of British has a loyal and enthusiastic readership that has remained 
strong throughout the years. Our readers are predominantly based 
within the UK, followed by our international subscribers in Australia, 
New Zealand and the US and Canada. The magazine celebrates heritage 
and times past, making Best of British the title of choice for readers 
and advertisers alike.
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REGULAR EDITORIAL FEATURES:TREASURES 

ATTICIn the
Brian Howes unearths some nostalgic collectables that might be 

discarded as worthless junk but actually have a value to today’s collectors. 

Can you estimate what each object might be worth and pick out which 

one is the big money item? The values are printed on page 78

      1 Rose by name
Cadbury’s Roses were launched in 1938 presented 

in these pretty round gift boxes tied by string. 

They were Cadbury’s first machine wrapped 

chocolates named after Rose Brothers of 

Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, who manufactured 

the machines to wrap them. This original box is a 

rare survivor.

3 Healthy options 
These cardboard milk bottle tops date from 

the 1930s and were slotted into the top 

of the old style wide-necked milk bottles. 

Advertisers soon recognised the potential of 

using milk tops to promote healthy products, 

one of which was Ovaltine. Road safety was 

another popular theme on bottle tops. 

       9 Underwater fleet

Published by Boots the Chemists as part of the Our Navy 

set of Pelham Series, this picture postcard shows the British 

Navy’s submarine flotilla at rest in Gosport harbour. Standing 

majestically in the far distance is HMS Victory, built in Chatham 

Dockyard and launched in May 1765. This card was never used 

and the reverse remains blank. 

      2 Snap happy
This Bakelite Brownie 127 is still as good as the day it left 

the Kodak factory complete with its original carrying 

case. Introduced in 1952 with a modern snap-shot view 

finder, over a million had been made by 1954. The 127 

was able to take just eight pictures on each roll of film. 

Three different versions appeared through the 1950s 

until it was replaced by the iconic Instamatic.

5 MG marvel
This marvellous little MG Midget TG sports car was first issued in 

1956 as model number 19 of the hugely popular Matchbox series 

of miniature road vehicles. It was the first motor car to appear in 

the Matchbox series which was launched by Lesney Toys in 1954. 

Unfortunately it has lost its original box.

11 A Royal treat
The history of Parkinson’s confectionery can be traced back 

to 1817 when Samuel Parkinson began making baking 

powder. He later introduced his delicious Doncaster Butter-

Scotch which gained a Royal seal of approval and became a 

highlight of the annual Doncaster race week. This delicate 

old counter top display box dates from 1901, shortly after 

the death of Queen Victoria.
      7 Cottage industry
These traditional English Cottage enamel 

badges were made by Miller & Son of 

Birmingham for the Dominion Dairy Company 

of Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. They were 

issued between 1931 and 1936 to promote 

Dominion’s range of cheeses.

4 Blue mystery
An unsuspecting collector might instantly 

recognise this milk measuring jug as 

being from the famous Cornish Blue 

pottery range made from the 1920s at 

the TG Green factory in Church Gresley, 

South Derbyshire. It is, however, a copy 

and carries no pottery marks but is of 

considerable age which proves that crafty 

fakes are nothing new.

10 Stacks of fun
These stacking tin buckets were made by the Chad Valley 

company at its factory at Harborne in the West Midlands 

during the early 1950s. They were part of the Wee-kin series 

of baby toys. Chad Valley toys were sold extensively through 

Woolworth’s stores.

6 Penny savers
This tin cash box originally contained delicious wrapped 

toffees made by Edward Sharp & Sons Ltd of Maidstone, 

Kent. The tin was made for Sharp by the Metal Box 

Company of Mansfield in the late 1950s and was 

designed to be used as money box when the toffees had 

all been eaten. The key is missing as it usually is with a 

money box.

8 Super tanker
This fine Dinky Supertoy model of a Foden DG 14-ton bulk 

tanker first appeared in toy shops just before Christmas 1948. 

Fitted with a tinplate tank complete with ladder, top walk, filler 

caps and hose carriers it retailed for 9s 6d. Did you own one?

12 Tanked up
This small First World War crested 

China tank, representing the Royal 

Tank Corps (est 1916), was made at 

the Carlton Ware factory in Stoke-on-

Trent during the 1920s. Carlton Ware 

was made from 1894 onwards although 

the factory was established in 1890. Crested 

china pieces were mainly sold as seaside souvenirs.
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I
n the 1940s, the radio played a 

major part in British culture, 

especially during the war years. 

One of its most important and 

popular programmes was Music 

While You Work.

The BBC has a tradition of long-

running programmes, but with 16,781 

editions, the show probably holds 

several records. It was broadcast up to 

three times a day and spans the years 

from Dunkirk to devaluation, years 

that included global conflict, postwar 

austerity and the growing affluence of 

the 1950s and 60s.

In early 1940, the government 

approached the BBC to provide a 

music programme that would combat 

the boredom of repetitive work in 

munitions factories and help to raise 

production. The first programmes went 

out mid-morning and mid-afternoon 

on 23 June 1940. Both featured that 

popular and inexpensive standby, the 

electric organ. 
Over the next few months, the BBC 

experimented with different styles. 

It also visited factories to assess both 

the popularity of the styles and, more 

importantly, how well they could be 

heard above the background noise. 

Apparently, the plunk of banjos was 

particularly effective.

By the end of 1940, a format was 

in place that was to last the life of 

the programme. In short it was to be 

bright, cheerful and uninterrupted. 

The BBC found that bands which tuned 

up between numbers destroyed this 

momentum. The programme was to be 

30 minutes long and designed to lift the 

spirits in the mid-morning and mid-

afternoon lulls in production. 

The content should be popular, 

familiar tunes. There were to be no 

choirs or vocals, as these were difficult to 

hear. Waltzes or anything lethargic were 

discouraged as they tend to slow rather 

that accelerate production.

Certain features were expressly 

forbidden, including overloud 

drumming and rim shots which could 

be mistaken for gunfire. Pizzicato 

violins were completely inaudible.

Curiously, one of the most popular 

wartime songs, Deep in the Heart of 

Texas, also came into this category. 

It contains a compulsive clapping 

chorus and workers tended to join in, 

interrupting the flow of work. In the 

early 1950s, Eve Bowell’s Sugar Bush 

faced similar restrictions for the same 

reasons.
The final component of its successful 

format was the inspired choice of Eric 

Coates’ Calling All Workers as its 

signature tune. Written earlier that 

year, its brisk quick march tempo and 

engaging melody perfectly set the tone 

of the programme. Since it both opened 

and closed the programme, it was aired 

over 33,000 times. Most people would 

identify its familiar refrain as “Music 

While You Work” rather than Calling 

All Workers.
By early 1941, the popularity of 

the format was in no doubt. Over 

9,000 factories were formally taking 

the programme; many more would 

have been informally listening. Sharp 

protests were reported when managers 

forgot to switch on in good time. 

Responding to popular demand, a 

third session was introduced for night 

shift workers; the afternoon session was 

later extended from 30 to 45 minutes. 

Not surprisingly, it was featured in 

several contemporary films. However, 

perhaps of greatest importance was 

that production rose by 13% during the 

programme, supporting the BBC’s claim 

that it helped to win the war.

Bandleaders welcomed the 

opportunity for national exposure. 

However, broadcast live and as a 

continuous medley, it was not always 

popular with musicians. One recalls the 

studio floor covered in sheet music as 

they frantically moved from one score to 

the next.
The BBC’s decision to make it an 

instrumental programme was for 

reasons of audibility. However, this had 

the significant benefit of encouraging 

CALLING ALL WORKERS

 Production rose 

by 13% during the 

programme.  

Above: Vital and dangerous work at the 

Royal Ordnance factory was lifted by Music 

While You Work. Right: When they heard Eric 

Coates’ stirring anthem, workers knew they 

would be in for a musical interlude.

Derek Lamb remembers Music While You Work, the radio  

programme that helped to win the war

Above: As a member of the Organolians, 

Harry Farmer played the organ on one of the 

earliest editions of Music While You Work.

listeners to whistle or sing along. In 

those days before transistors, singing 

and whistling was a prominent part 

of domestic and working life. A sing-

song was very popular, be it in pubs, at 

parties or on coach trips. Community 

singing was a regular feature at public 

gatherings, including the FA Cup Final.

In the famous 1942 documentary 

Listen to Britain, a factory scene begins 

with the Tannoy announcement that 

“Music While You Work is brought to 

you today on rhythmic records.” The 

women workers immediately join in 

with Yes My Darling Daughter. Later, 

workers packing a factory canteen 

for a lunch time concert need no 

encouragement from Flanagan and 

Allen, to sing along with Round the 

Back of the Arches.

Postwar, the core audience of factory 

workers were joined by housewives and, 

later, motorists. The show remained 

an ongoing accompaniment to life in 

Britain throughout the 1950s and early 

1960s. It was a constant in my childhood 

and youth and probably that of most 

readers. My particular memory was the 

afternoon broadcast that greeted me as I 

came home from school. 

By the early 1960s, tastes in 

popular music were moving away from 

instrumental medley and towards pop 

music presented by disc jockeys. Radio 

Caroline, the first pirate station, had 

a regular audience of 7m within three 

weeks of opening in March 1964. 

Old favourites like Triose and his 

Banjoliers and Bernard Monshin and 

his Tango Gauchos sounded very dated 

compared to the Beatles, Stones and 

Beach Boys.
Then there was piped music. Muzak 

offered a more discrete tailored service 

throughout the day. 

The BBC was prompt in its response. 

The pre-recording of the show, trialled 

in 1963, became the norm, despite 

complaints that the result was lifeless. 

The Saturday morning edition on the 

BBC Home Service ended in September 

1964 and the afternoon edition on the 

BBC Light Programme in July 1966. 

Inevitably, there was no role for the 

show in the schedules of BBC Radio  

One and BBC Radio Two. Its final 

broadcast, edition number 16,781, was 

on Friday 29 September 1967, the last 

day of the BBC Light Programme. There 

were some complaints from factory 

managers and one letter of gratitude 

printed in the Radio Times but overall 

the mourning was thin, confirming that 

its time had passed. 

The only acknowledgement of that 

final edition in 1967 came from the 

continuity announcer. Fading Calling 

All Workers, he said: “Well, ladies and 

gentlemen, that’s the last time you’ll 

ever hear that theme and it’s been played 

for many years”. 
He could have added that the music 

in that final broadcast was provided by 

Jimmy Leach and his Organolians, the 

same Jimmy Leach who played on the 

first day of Music While You Work. 

Given the hundreds of bands that 

appeared on the programme over the 

intervening 27 years, that is unlikely to 

have occurred by chance. 
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Britain Now 
News and other snippets from around 
the country.

Food & Drink 
Remembering classic dishes and 
bringing you the latest food festival 
news.

Treasures In The Attic 
Guess the price of our selection of 
antiques and collectables.

Yesterday Remembered 
Eight pages of readers’ memories – 
one of the magazine’s most popular 
features.

Postbag 
Six pages of readers’ letters and 
photographs.

Out & About 
Your complete monthly guide to the 
heritage events throughout the country 
from steam rallies to exhibitions. 

Forties Post 
Covering a range of 1940s subjects 
from clothes and food to music and 
transport. A 1940s supplement is 
produced each April, providing a “go-
to” guide the year’s 1940s-themed 
events.

Window On The Past 
Photographs and memories from The 
Francis Frith Collection.

Back In Time 
Former Doctor Who star Colin Baker’s 
epilogue, reflecting on that issue’s contents.

Postbag
The Editor welcomes letters for this section. Pictures 

are appreciated. Letters may be edited so that we can 

include as many as possible

Comrades in Arms

Dear Simon,

I read the article Old Enemy, 

New Friends (Yesterday 

Remembered) in May’s edition 

with interest as I had witnessed 

a similar event in Monte Cassino 

during 2009.

The story starts on a 

battlefield tour to Monte 

Cassino in 2008. On the first 

day of the tour the group went 

into the valley overlooked by 

the Monastery. Just as the tour 

guide was describing the battle, 

which used Bailey bridges, 

a voice from the back of our 

group said: “Over to the left was 

called Oxford and over the right 

was called Cambridge.” 

We all turned round to see 

who had spoken. It was Len 

Burton, who explained that he 

had been there in 1944 as part 

of the 8th Army. Over lunch, 

he said that he had arrived in 

Italy after having helped defeat 

Rommel’s army in North Africa, 

and had fought all the way 

through Italy on the road to 

Rome. This was the first time he 

had returned to Italy since 1944 

and that it had brought back 

many memories.

As the tour continued, I got 

to know Len and his daughter 

Janet well, enjoying their 

company during the day and in 

the evening when we relaxed in 

the bar after dinner.

As part of the tour we went 

to a remembrance service in 

San Angelo, where we met Tony 

Lamarra a local character and 

former mayor of Goulburn in 

Australia. When we explained 

that Len had been there in 1944, 

Tony exclaimed: “You saved my 

life.” It turned out that he had 

been a child in Monte Cassino 

town during the battle.

I kept in touch with Len and 

Janet and also met Len’s son 

Steve. The following year the 

government said that any World 

War Two veteran, together with 

a carer and member of the 

family, could return to where 

they had fought, with all costs 

being paid by the government. 

Len said he would like to go 

back to Monte Cassino.

So we made arrangements 

for Len, Steve and me to fly to 

Rome, hire a car and drive to 

Monte Cassino where we stayed 

in the hotel we had been in the 

previous year. We again met up with Tony 

Lamarra and took part in the 

local commemorations of 

the battle in the town square. 

As that year was the 65th 

anniversary of the battle there 

was a special ceremony close 

to the Monastery at the Monte 

Cassino cemetery which was 

attended by a Polish delegation 

and veterans of the battle at 

which Len was duly honoured.

After the ceremony, we went 

into the Monastery where Len 

met Hans, a former German 

soldier. In conversation, we 

found out that he had been 

defending the Monastery 

against the Allied troops in 

which Len was serving. Hans 

said: “We were enemies then 

and I could have been firing my 

gun against you, but now we are 

friends, comrades in arms.” 

What a coincidence, old 

enemies were now friends, 

chatting away recalling events 

from their war time memories, of 

65 years ago.

Bob McShee

Guildford, Surrey

Top: Looking up to the Monastery from Monte Cassino town, 

2008. Above: Len, a Polish officer, Tony and Bob standing in 

the town square, 2009. Bottom left: Len talking to his German 

friend about their wartime experiences.

The Peckham Posse

Dear Simon,

Photographer Gino Cinganelli 

took a team on the road to visit 

“Mandela House” in downtown 

Chatham this weekend for a 

photoshoot with lookalikes of 

the cast of BBC’s classic comedy 

series Only Fools and Horses.

Using a tower block in Bryant 

Street as a backdrop, the cast 

posed for photographs using 

the famous prop of a yellow 

three-wheeled Reliant car. Then 

it was onto the Nag’s Head public 

house in Rochester High Street, 

the same name as the fictional 

pub in the TV series.

A photo shoot both outside 

and behind the bar raised more 

than a laugh or two from passing 

locals before the big set up of 

the day, a staged mugging of 

actress Tinnie Tong’s handbag 

in an alleyway. This was saved 

by the surprise appearance of 

Batman and Robin who were 

Bob Broad and Philip Hoyles in 

their character roles of Del and 

Rodney Trotter. 

Costumes supplied by Antrim 

Costume Hire of Maidstone fitted 

the comedic scene perfectly.

The Reliant Car was supplied 

by John Jones and Rachel Fox of 

Only Fools and Horses Car Hire.

 
Best wishes,

Darryl Lee Ransom

Sevenoaks, Kent

Holidays at Home

Dear Simon,

During the 1940s, the decade 

that saw World War Two, the 

traditional seaside holiday all but 

disappeared for obvious reasons. 

The threat of invasion caused 

many beaches to be obstructed 

by barbed wire, tank traps and 

land mines. Rationing and 

shortages made travel difficult, 

petrol was virtually unavailable 

to civilians. Railway stations 

carried posters asking: “Is your 

journey really necessary?”

Light relief was provided in 

my home town of Stoke-on-

Trent, where the local parks 

were transformed into resorts. 

Holidays at home was the 

theme, which saw the paddock 

in Hanley Park become a sandy 

seaside beach. Lorry loads 

of sand, strategically placed 

deckchairs, rides on the donkey 

and “Stop Me and 

Buy One” ice cream 

completed 

the 
picture. 
With the 

park lane 

glistening 

in the sun, 

watching the 

swans and 

rowers on the 

water, it was a 

good place to relax.

Close at hand, a 

military band played 

in the bandstand, 

while the local Home Guard 

displayed close order drill. A 

British Restaurant offered cheap, 

filling meals in the pavilion. 

Facilities for a game of tennis 

or crown green bowls were 

available, and there was a well-

equipped playground where one 

of the slides featured a trough of 

cold water at the base.

We had the opportunity to 

inspect a Spitfire fighter plane 

on static display. We sat in the 

cockpit, pressed the gun button 

on the joystick and imagined the 

rattle of the eight machine guns.

After the war, things slowly 

returned to normal, but it was 

several years before seaside 

holidays were the norm. In 

Hanley, families generally took 

coach trips, “bus runs” as we 

called them. 

A day in north Wales or 

Lancashire made a pleasant 

change. We’d enjoy a sing song 

on the return journey and the 

hat would be passed round for 

the driver. The adults 

would request a 

stop at some 

 country 

pub, leaving 

us children 

with pop and 

crisps.
Inexpensive, 

happy holidays.

Derrick Woodward

Northwich,  

Cheshire

From left: Only Fools and Horses lookalikes Marcus Massey, 

Darryl Lee Ransom, Drew Cameron, Ian Blight, Philip Hoyles, 

Rob Stevens, Bob Broad and Tinnie Tong. 

Not so Divi
Dear Simon. 

Does anyone remember as a kid 

their Co-op divi number? 

Ours was 243 and being the 

eldest of four children, I was 

given the responsibility of 

remembering this number “for 

fear of death” by my mother 

who gave me this and similar 

responsibilities, when we 

lived in Pwllheli (north Wales) 

towards the end of World War 

Two. I had a half mile walk to 

the store which was the normal 

thing in those days.

In 1953, we moved to Burton 

Latimer in the Midlands, where 

I had my 10th birthday and 

registered at the local Co-op 

and given the same number 

of 243 either by design or 

coincidence – something I will 

never forget.

Richard Gleed-Owen

Mansfield,  

Nottinghamshire

Bob Broad and Philip Hoyles, as Del and Rodney Trotter, 

recreate a classic scene from Only Fools and Horses.

WINDOW ON THE PAST

DECK THE HALLS
Christmas memories from The Francis Frith

The Francis 
Frith Collection 
Over 150 years ago, 
pioneering Victorian 
photographer Francis Frith 
set up his company with the 
grand plan of photographing 
all the cities, towns and 
villages of Britain. His two 
sons, and later his grandson, 
continued Frith’s massive 
task, and The Francis Frith 
Collection now contains more 
than 360,000 images taken 
between 1860 and 1970. Over 
250,000 images are available 
to view online. Prints of the 
Frith photographs, as well as a 
wide range of other products 
and local history books, 
featuring these vintage 
images, are available from the 
website www.francisfrith.com

Share Your Memories
The Francis Frith Collection invites you to visit the website and add memories to the places featured in the photographs, or comment on others already added. Seeing a place from your past can rekindle 

forgotten or long-held memories. Why not add your story for others to read and enjoy – making your memories and stories part of this growing chronicle of British life?  

High Street, East Ham, London
(Photograph taken around 1965)
When I worked at Fentocraft in St John’s Road, it was a small factory that did hand painting on glass and a game called Pik-A-Styk. We always had a Christmas party, where they would put 

a table down the middle of the factory. Our bosses, Mr and Mrs Bound, provided the food, always a turkey with all the trimmings including wine, which we never had at home. They even gave us all presents, not just one, of which I still have a Hummel figure. We had a great time but if you asked for a new paint brush they would almost count the hairs on it, how funny. Pamela Mather

Hornsey 
Town Hall, 
Crouch End, 
London 
(Photograph 
taken around 
1965)
It was 1945, I was 17 
years old and living 
at 7 Tivoli Road when 
Father Christmas 
arrived at the front 
door with 4 cwt of 
coal. On Christmas 
Day, we all sat around 
the fire to keep warm, 
cooked chestnuts on a shovel and played cards. My mum was a good cook and made lovely sausages rolls and mince pies, while my dad played the piano and we all sang carols. We had no TV in those days but we enjoyed ourselves. John Ansell

Bridge Street, Pinner, Middlesex
(Photograph taken around 1955)

The photographer is standing on the road just outside Pinner sorting office, where I worked as a Christmas casual in 1962. The crafty regular postmen would dump all the unpopular rounds on the young students doing a couple of weeks casual work. My round was in Northwood Hills, a good two miles away and uphill too. I fell off my bike cycling past the traffic lights in Pinner Green as my load was so heavy it overbalanced me as I turned the corner. Folks rushed from the nearby bus stop to pick me up. Gosh, I was tired that week. 
John Howard, Norfolk

The Market Place, Redditch, Worcestershire
(Photograph taken around 1960)
As a floor walker or trainee manager at Woolworth’s, one was expected to work quite a lot of unpaid overtime especially over the Christmas period. For the anticipated Christmas rush, much larger amounts of stock were ordered, resulting in huge piles of 

unpacked cartons. I remember working throughout the night to reduce one of these mountains and at 2am was well ahead of schedule when disaster struck as I struggled with a 1 cwt box of marbles. I tripped and the box burst, releasing a veritable tsunami of marbles that bounced through the store and out in to the street, on its way filling and immobilising the lift well. Instead of being two steps ahead, I was suddenly five steps behind and my managerial potential took a huge nose dive. Tommy Thomas
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